





5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Figure 1. The property at 3910 Chestnut Street hlghllghted in que' Source Parcel Explorer

The metes and bounds of the property at 3910 Chestnut Street are described as follows:
All that certain lot of piece of ground with the buildings and improvements thereon
erected, situate on the South side of Chestnut Street at a distance of 225 feet 1-1/3
inches Westward from the West side of 39™ Street in the 27" Ward of the City of
Philadelphia. Containing in front or breadth on the said Chestnut Street 25 feet and 1/3
inches and extending of that width in length or depth Southward between parallel lines at
right angles to the said Chestnut Street 220 feet 2 inches to the North side of Sansom
Street. Being 3910 Chestnut Street.

For the purposes of this nomination, the two-story portion of the building fronting on Sansom
Street is considered non-historic. It does not contribute to the significance of the site as defined
herein. See Figure 2.

Frgure 2. The non-contributing portion of the property at 3910 Chestnut Street is shown in red.
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6. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

The property in question is located on the south side of the 3900 block of Chestnut Street,
bounded by Chestnut Street at the north, Sansom Street at the south, 3900-06 Chestnut Street
at the east, and 3922 Chestnut Street at the west. The block bounded by 39" Chestnut, 40",
and Sansom Streets includes a large apartment building, a large office building, a rowhouse
converted to a fraternal hall, several small-scale commercial structures, and numerous surface
parking lots.

The building at 3910 Chestnut Street is a narrow, deep four-story structure set back slightly from
the street behind a fence and small front yard. The property extends south to Sansom Street at
the rear. The western portion is paved with asphalt and used as a surface parking lot. The
building is a brick structure with smooth white marble cladding on the front fagade with a return
onto the west side fagade.

Figure 3: North and west elevations.

The first floor of the front facade features an ornate arcaded porch. The columns supporting the
arches sit on a marble knee wall with bands of rough and smooth stone work. Pilasters run from
the springpoints of the arches to the entablature. The arched porch openings have been infilled
with paired double-hung windows below single-pane transoms. A 1959 photograph depicts the
porch before the glazing was added (see Figure 5). The original arched front doorway and wood
and glass door survive (see Figure 6).
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Figure 5: Front door with original stained glass transom.

The second and third floors of the front facade are clad in smooth white marble scored to look
like blocks. The front facade features two basket handle arched window openings at the second
floor and segmental arched window openings at the third floor. The windows have one-over-one
double-hung sash. An elaborate pavilion roof crowns the main block of the building, separated
from the lower floors by a copper cornice. Above the cornice is a decorative copper parapet.
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The front facade features an elaborate two-level dormer with paired double-hung windows
surmounted by a smaller single window decorated and finials.

i:igur 6: The building features a rare pavilion roof with elaborate detailing.

The west facade features a marble return from the front facade spanning approximately 10 feet
(Figure 7). South of that point, the west side fagade is constructed of a hard-pressed red brick
with two stone bands and a two-story copper projecting bay. The brick facade has several
windows; most are one-over-one double-hung windows. The three-sided copper bay is
elaborately paneled and features pilasters with diamond-shaped ornament (Figure 9). The bay
has beveled sides with double-hung windows over panels. Three hipped dormers project from
the roof, framed by two elaborate chimneys. The chimneys are red brick with marble quoining
(Figure 8). The pavilion roof is hipped with copper ridge rolls and cresting.

Figure 8: The roof of the main block is adorned with hipped dorer windows and quoined
chimneys.
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Figure 9: A two-story copper bay adorns the western elevation of the main block.

The three-story rear ell is constructed of brick with rectangular punched openings, double-hung
windows, and marble lintels and sills (Figure 10). A rooftop addition intersects the rear portion of
the main block roof and extends onto the roof of rear ell. A two-story three-sided curved copper
bay projects from the west side of the ell (Figure 11). A bay and frame addition project from the
rear of the rear ell.

Figure 7: The west facade looking northeast.










































































































































